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(Continued)
Chapter IX
The Desertion of the Colony'"

Onate's Return from Quivira. It was a sadly depleted
capital which welcomed the governor back from his extensive search for new and wealthy provinces in the north.
Nearly all the inhabitants of San Gabriel, discouraged and
broken in fortune, hac;. taken advantage of his absence and
escaped to Santa Barbara. The poverty of the land and the
discipline maintained by Onate contributed to their misfortune. The story of this episode has never been told in
detail. Torquemada gives a brief account of the escape of
the settlers, and subsequent writers have followed his
narrative:"
It is now possible to add to this story some of the details. Two lengthy documents from the Spanish archives,
and drawn up by two opposing groups, give biased accounts
of New Mexico and of the reasons for thus fleeing without
authority. The one is a dreary account, seeking to justi~y
the move. The other pictures New Mexico as a remarkable
land and condemns as traitors those who deserted.
Oiiate's Admonition to the Settlers. Before starting
for Quivira care had been taken to provide for the permanence of the capital. As lieutenant-governor and captain683

531.

This chapter, now slightly revised, was published in the January, 1925,
of the Quarterly Journal of the University of North Dakota.
532. TorQuemada, Monarchia Indiana, I, 673; cf. Bancroft, Arizona and New
Mexico. 150-151; Twitchen, Leading Facts I, 330.
533. The one is entitled: Auto del gobernador de Nuevo Mexico II diligencia.s
para que 8e levante el campo. San Gabriel, September 7, 1601. The other reads:
Informacion y papcles que envi6 la gente que alla (jued6 hacienda cargos u la que
asi venia. San Gabriel, October 2, 1601. Both are in A. G. 1., 58-3-15.

numb~r
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general Onate had appointed Francisco de Sosa y Pefialosa,
who up to that time bore the rank of captain and royal
ensign. Pefialosa was a man of quality. He was one of
those. with the largest equipment of personal property of
any in the expedition."" Ofiate, however, did not stop here.
He took the precaution personally to impress those who remained with the great importance of maintaining the settlement as a base for future operations. "To all those who
remained here the governor, with tears in his eyes, entrusted the protection of this settlement as a thing of great
importance for the service of his majesty.""" Pefialosa
failed in that duty, apparently because he felt that it was
hopeless to remain in a barren province and that the movement to desert was therefore justifiable,
Rebellion in the Colony. There is evidence to show that
rebellion had been brewing before Oiiate left San Gabriel
in June, 1601, and that he realized the danger. Perhaps he
hoped to checkmate the plans of those suspected of disloyalty by taking them along to Quivira. But if he did
succeed in catching some, others with equally bad motives
escaped. The most prominent among the latter were the
purveyor Diego de Zubia, and captains Pedro Alonso and
Alonso Quesada. "Because of the entreaties of the religious
he left them in this settlement:"" There they soon stirred
up the glowing embers of discontent into open revolt.
Before sedition broke out openly secret plans for deserting were cherished by some of the leaders. Zubia, in
particular, was anxious to leave, and soon broached the
subject to Sergeant Alonso de la Vega, Both were from
534. Penalosa came from the Chalchuites mines.
He joined the expedition
when it was first organized, and had remaind loyal throughout the long period
of suspension. He was accompanied by his wife, Dona EufEmia. and t.wo sons,
Francisco de Sosa Penalosa and Estevan YUan de Sosa, aged 24 and 2i. respectively.
His daughter was Zubia's wife. He possessed twelve carts, (Onate had only tw~nty·
four) a numerous herd of live-stock, and a large retinue of servants.
535. Testimony of Sergeant Alonso de la Vega on article seven, in Informacion
11 papeles. Six witnesses swore that Onate had personally entrusted them with the
honor of guarding the capital.
536. Statement of La Vega, in ibid. This would indicate that the missionaries
were aware of the feeling in the colony.
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Durango. At an opportune mqment in a conversation when
the topic turned to matters at home Zubia exclaimed:
"Senor Vega, your grace should not gO on the expedition
[to Quivira], for it is more important that we return to the
land of peace.",",7
Zubia then unfolded his plan. It happened that he
was troubled with a boil on his leg. This unpleasant fact
provided him with an excellent excuse for going to Santo
Domingo to see a surgeon, the lay brother Damian. Once at
Santo Domingo, which was on the road to Mexico, he would
feign illness, send for his wife, and then, being fully prepared, depart for New Spain. Vega paid no attention to
his scheming, but went with Onate as he had intended.
After having gone about fifty leagues, however, he became
ill and had to return. Thereupon he was at once approached
by Captains Conde, Cesar, Alonso, and Zubia, who informed
him of their secret preparations for going away. They
were merely waiting to gather some wheat before starting. Again Vega declined to join them, but within two or
three weeks saw that most of the soldiers, aided and abetted by the friars, were publicly, talking of abandoning the
land. By that time these leaders had succeeded in drawing practically the entire population of the colony to their
support.'"
The Movement to Desert. It naturally took some time
before the plotters dared to make their schemes public, but
they do not seem to have encountered much opposition. About
do not seem to have encountered much opposition. About
two months"'" after Onate's departure for Quivira they had
made such progress that public meetings were being held
to determine what course of action to pursue. The missionaries took a prominent part in these matters. 540 It was
537. 'Ibid.
538. Ibid.
539. Onate started for Quivira on June 23. 1601. If La Vega accompanied
him fifty leagues he probably returned to San Gabriel about August 1, or shortly
afterwards. That would place the outbreak in the latter part of August.
540. Nearl~ every page of the papers sent to Mexico both by those who de-
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soon agreed to move the entire settlement to some better
place, and to inform the king and viceroy of the legitimate
reasons for leaving New Mexico.
Early in September, 1601, a public meeting was' held
in the church. It was attended by the officers, soldiers, and
five of the missionaries, Fathers San Miguel, Zamora,
Izquierdo, Peralta, and Damian Escudero, the latter a lay
brother.',1l Two other missionaries were with Onate:"
Another had returned to Mexico a few weeks earlier:'·
FJather Oliva's name is not mentioned at all. This leaves
only Father Escalona, the commissary, unaccounted for,
it seems. That he was fully in sympathy with the movement to leave the province is perfectly clear. He declined
to take an active part in the movement, probably because
of his official position, but the report which he sent to his
superiors in Mexico left no doubt of his feelings. Starvation had compelled the colony to go, he pleaded, and so it
"became my imperative duty to allow the missionaries who
were here to go with them. . . ; and they do not go with
the intent of leaving and abandoning this land altogether,
but only constrained by necessity."'"
The gathering was held in order to draw up in proper
form the reasons for deserting. The missionaries clearly
took the initiative. After mass had been said, Father San
Miguel made a speech in which he "discussed many causes,
repeating many and diverse times, that it was right that
the entire army should leave.""· Penalosa also commented
upon the agreement of the soldiers and the missionaries
serted and those who remained bears witness to this fact. The viceroy made the
same report to the king. fODiscurso y proposici6n," in Col. Doc. [ned., XVI, 45
541. Statement of Pe:iialosa, September 7, 1601, in Auto ael gObernador de
Nuevo Mexico.
542. Fray Francisco de Velasco and Fray Pedro de Vergara. uTrue Account
of the Expedition of Onate Toward the Eagt," in Bolton, Spanish Exploration. 251.
543. Fray Luis de Maironos, who had been sent to Mexico with reports. CoriR de
Don Lui. de Velasco ti S. M., March 22. 1601.
544. "Carta <1e Relaci6n." October 1. 1601. in Torquemada, Monarchia Indiana,
I. 574.
545. Statement of Penalosa, September 7, 1601, in Auto de! gobernador de
Nuevo Mexico.
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to leave.
He thereupon ordered that the opinions of the
latter as well as of the military officials, "who were ready
to follow the religious," should be taken and recorded.
Testimony of the Friars. The missionaries were first
called to the witness stand by Pefialosa to explain their
reasons for giving up the work of converting the heathen."'7
The vice-commissary, Father San Miguel, took oath in due
form to tell the truth regarding the province and what ought
to be done to escape its misery. He charged, and seemingly with truth, that instead of finding a spirit of kindliness in the colony toward the natives they were treated
with utter disregard. The result was that the Word of
God was blasphemed and not blessed. . He had begun to
learn four of the native languages and h:ad worked hard
to secure converts."8 In these efforts he had experienced
the greatest difficulty because the soldiers "leave them
nothing in their houses, no wheat, nothing to eat, nothing
that is alive."
It was the old trouble, the military offending the natives, making it extremely difficult for the missionaries
to do anything. Thther San Miguel testified that he had
seen many pueblos entirely deserted because of fear of the
soldiers, and the cruelty practised by them when coming
to rob the natives of their food. Remonstrances against
such injustice had availed nothing because "the land is
so poor and so miserable that the governor has not been
I1ble to remedy" the situation. He confessed that Indian
chiefs had been tortured and many killed in order to make
them tell where their maize was concealed. Thousands
•

546. "It has come to my notice that many captains, officers and soldiers of
this town, in agreement with the missionaries . . . who are in these provinces, have
frequently said that it was proper for the service of God our Lord and his majesty
that this entire capital should get ready and depart. . . . ." Ibid.
547. Peiialosa was present in the church while this testimony was taken. He
conducted the entire proceeding and signed the declaration made by each witness.
A month later when the soldiers who remained loyal wished to take testimony to
present before the- viceroy, Penalosa permitted it. but otherwise remained aloof.
548. Testimony of Father San Miguel. September 7, 1601, in Auto del gobernadoT
de Nuevo Mexico. Father San 1\f.iguel's province included Pecos, the salines. and
the ,Tumano pueblos. "Obediencia Y vRsaJlaje Ii su Magestad por los indios del
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of Indians had already died from starvation. They had
been reduced to such extremity that he had seen them eating branches of trees, earth, charcoal and ashes. That
was rather gritty food, indeed. "If we wait much longer
the natives, and all who are in the province, will die of
starvation, cold and nakedness.''''''
Fray Fl'ancisco de Zamora gave equally discrediting
testimony. He also insisted that attempts to Christianize
the Indians had been made, but that the poor results obtained, dlle to the terrible injuries inflicted on the natives
by the soldiers in order to secure food, had rendered their
labors futile. The Christian religion had been degraded and
converts v,rere few."'"
Father Izquierdo recounted at length some of the calamities which had befallen the miserable natives. In addition he testified that some of the settlers had spent so much
money in the conquest of New Mexico that it would have
been enough to undertake the sGbjugation of another province. In return for these sacrifices there was no compensation. On the contrary they had been compelled to
steal the food anti blankets which the natives required for
their own needs. The only .alternative to this procedure
was starvation and death, or the desertion of the province
for better lands.';" Such were the reasons for giving up the
fight for souls in New Mexico.
The Complaints of Four Captains. Following the missionaries four prominent captains related to Penalosa their
enormous sacrifices. The treasurer Alonso Sanchez testified that he had sold his extensive possessions near Nombre
de Dios at a sacrifice in order to join Onate's expedition
with his entire household. Two of his daughters were
married to officers in the army; three who were not married, and two sons also accompanied the expedition. In
pueblo de
549.
ico.
550.
55!.

San Juan Baptista," in Col. Doc. Ined .. XVI, 113-114.
Testimony of Father San Miguel, in Auto del gobernador de Nuevo MezTestimony of Father Zamora. in ibid.
Testimony of Father Izquierdo, in ibid.
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New Mexico he had served on most of the trips of exploration which had been made and had found that there was
no chance for profit in the land. It was a sterile country
without gold or silver."""
The purveyor-general, Diego de Zubia, an inhabitant
of Dm"ango, had soon decided to join Onate's expedition,
when the liCWS of its organization reached him. He sold
his large estates, normaly worth 12,000 ducats, married
Dona Juana de Trejo, a daughter of Captain Sanchez, and
went to New Mexico on his honeymoon.""3
Captains Bernabe de las Casas and Gregorio Cesar,
both of, Mexico, told of joining the army and spending
large sums of money in the enterprise. All had finally
been reduced to the same level in a state of abject poverty,
and were now petitioning the king to have mercy upon
them by permitting their return to New Spain.""
Peiialosa Sanct'i,ons Desertion. Penalosa was in a
rather uncomfortable position as lieutenant-governor, and
in his communications to the viceroy tried to make a safe
explanation of his own conduct in the crisis. He could not
b~ame Onate, who was far away in the king's service in
search of new provinces to conquer. He could not hold
the missionaries responsible for what had happened, nor
was it of any use to blame the soldiers. They took sides
with the missionaries, or alleged that the things condemned
were necessary in order to exist in such a fruitless and
sterile region:'»
The capital was thus torn with dissension, and though
it Wl;;S Penalosa's duty' to preserve order he did nothing
whatever to hinder the progress of the rebellion. We must
conclude, therefore, that he was fully in accord with what
was going on. Nevertheless, he would be compelled to re552. Testimony of Captain Alonso Sanchez. in ibid.
553. Testimony of Diego de Zubia. in ibid. Zubia testified that he was captain
and alcalde mauoT of the "province of Santa Barbara" when Onate began recruiting in that locality.
554. Testimony of Captains Las Casas and Cesar, in ibid.
555. Copia de una carta de Fra'llcisco de SOBa Pel1alosa esc rita al Conde de
Monterey. San Gabriel. October 1. 1601. A. G. I.. 58-3-15.
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main, together with the father-commissary, and such as
refused to desert to Santa Barbara till relief or authority
to depart should come from Mexico. Pefialosa appealed
to the viceroy that unless such aid was received within five
months they too would be forced to desert. Captain Luis
de Velasco, who had vigorously urged the abandonment of
the province, was delegated to present the information in
Mexico."o6
A Part of the Colony Remains Loyal. The few faithful soldiers who remained in San Gabriel, indignant at the
course events had taken, were entirely helpless to prevent
the deserters from carrying out their plans. They did,
however, determine to present their side of the case to the
viceroy. In order to do this effectively it was neccessary
to send a representative to Mexico, and for this purpose
they chose Captain Geronimo Marquez. Pefialosa readily
granted him permission to go."'"
In order to have accurate information to present in
Mexico, Marquez prepared an interrogatory containing
twenty articles on which testimony was taken."~ His purpose was to counteract the information being sent to Mexico by the missionaries and others. It was thus necessary
to give a favorable report of the province, and this was
done in the most glowing terms. At the same time the
loyal sgldiers deplored the cowardice of the deserters and
sought to brand them as traitors.
Besides Pefialsoa and the father-commissary there appear to have been about twenty-five soldiers in the group
which remained in San Gabriel.° Ten of these appeared
O
"

556. Pefialosa characterized Velasco as a worthy and reliable man on whom
the viceroy could depend.
Ibid. Velasco was accompanied by Jusepe Brondate,
~M.arcelo de Espinosa. Juan de Ortega. and the licentiate Gines de Herrera Orta.
They departed March 23, 1601. See their testimony. in Copia de una informacion
que hizQ Don Francisco de Valverde.
557. Petition of the soldiers and reply of Peiialosa. October 2, 1601. in Informacion y papeles.
558. Hlnterrogatorio" of Captain Geronimo Marquez. in ibid.
559. Petition of the soldiers. in ibid. They WEre: Alonso Gomez Montesinos.
Bartolome Romero. Cristobal Vaca. Martin Gomez. Gonzalo Hernandez. Hernan
Martin. Acencio de Arechuelta. Alonso Varela. Alonso de Chaves, Pedro de Ar.gulo.
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as witnesses before Captain Marquez. A large portion of
their testimony dealt with the activities of the friars. On
that subject Marquez asked each witness the following
question: "Do you know if the holy Gospel has been
preached to the natives of this land, and how it was received by those who understood a little.""oo
The First Efforts of the Missionaries. In view of the
fact that the testimony of all the witnesses showed passive
or outspoken hostility to the friars, among others, their
actions can quite readily be understood. All stated that
the Gospel had been favorably received wherever any
preaching had been done, but that very little had been attempted. Captain Cristobal Vaca insisted that the friars
had never gone over two leagues beyond the capital to
preach, and that they were unwilling to do so. This selfish
spirit was emphasized by nearly all the witnesses:"'
There was one outstanding exception. Father Alonso
de la Oliva at Santo Domingo had made a real attempt to
bring salvation to the Indians. Eight soldiers spoke of his
work. He had made so much progress that at the sound
of a bell the natives would gather for religious instruction.
At Jemez Father Lugo and F1 lay brother, a Mexican Indian, had built a church where the neophytes also assembled at the same signal. Captain Romero, who had been
there, stated that they listened to the preaching of the lay
brother and were also learning the prayers,"o.
Among the Picuries some success had been achieved
by another lay brother, and at San Ildefonso, where it seems
Father San Miguel was laboring,"03 a church had been erected. Moreover, it was testified that one of the soldiers,
Juan Luxan, Balt.asar de Monzon, Diego Diaz, Juan de Medina, Alvaro Garcia,
Alonso Barba, Rodrigo Correa, Juan Perez. Juan de Salas, Juan Lopez Deguin,
Pedro Locero, Juan Fernandez, Simon Perez de Bustillo.
560. Article two, in "Interrogatorio" of Captain Marquez, in Informacion fI
papelcs.
561. Testimony of Captain Vaca and others on article two. in ibid.
562. Te3timony on article two, in ibid.
563. Testimony of Romero. Montesinos. and Hernan Martin on article two, in
ibid. Father San Miguel never went to his own field, according to Captain Brondate.
See his testimony, in Copia de una i-n/ormaci6n que hizo Don Francisco de Valverde.
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Hernan Martin, had loorned the language of the Queres
and had explained matters of doctrine to them. "If the
padres had fulfilled their duty the Indians would all have
been Christians by this time," exclaimed Captain Montesinos.
Some had accepted the forms of Christianity, notably
the natives of San Juan. A fev,," days before the talk of
leaving the province broke out, two baptismal ceremonies
had been held. At the first of these the children of the
women led into slavery at Acoma, and those near the capital
who served the Spaniards, were baptized, and the next set
likewise consisted largely of women slaves. All the witnesses, some of whom had acted as sponsors:"" so stated, and
added that the neophytes fled when they learned of the proposed abandonment of the land. They feared to be taken
away from native surroundings. If no effort should be
made to reassemble these converts, said the soldiers, in
order to continue their instruction in the faith they must
inevitably relapse into heathenism very soon. All of these
calamities, they maintained, had been caused by the determination of a few to forsake the land."""
In the bitterness of the moment the loyal soldiers placed
much of the responsibility for this state of affairs on the
friars. During the organization of the expedition and after
reaching New Mexico they had always told the colonists
of the great service the latter were doing for God and king
by staying in the land and assisting in its conversion. The
missionaries had cdmpared them to Christ's Apostles and
urged their cooperation in Christianizing the natives. That
spirit had suddenly changed, was the charge, and the padres
had used their gl'eat influence in the cause of desertion."·
The Ringleaders. In the report which Marquez carried
564.
565.
566.

Hernan Martin, Martin Gomez, and Alonso Gomez Montesinos.
Testimony on article twenty, in lnformaci6n y papeles.
Article twelve and testimony. in ibid. As late as August 2, 1601. Monterey
had apparentll~ received no idea of dissatisfaction among the missionaries.
Up
till that time the latter had simply Teportedthat there were many doeile Indian.
who were desirous of beeoming Christians. Monterey a S. M., August 2, 1601.

A. G. I.,
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to the viceroy an effort was made to identify those who
were responsible for fomenting dissension. Four captains,
Don Luis de Velasco, Bernabe de las Casas, Alonso de Quesada, and Gregorio Cesar, were unanimously acclaimed as
being among the ringleaders. Several others had been
working with them, however. Nine of the witnesses accused Antonio Conde, eight included Zubia, and six named
Alonso Sanchez and Pedro Alonso among the guilty. The
friars were specifically mentioned by only three in this
connection."" On other questions, however, five told of
hearing the missionaries preaching desertion, while four
others stated that they were present and witnessed all that
took place while the rebellion was developing. The tenth
witness, Juan Sanchez, reported that both parties, priests
and soldiers, cast the blame on the other party."" It is
clear that both the religious and military authorities were
responsible for the flight of the colony.
Making Desertion Compulsor'y. Captain Marquez further charged that the missionaries, in their sermons and
discussions, had exhorted the soldiers to abandon the province. Geronimo Hernandez told how Fray Lope de
Izquierdo had tried to bring him over to their purpose by
stating that all the missionaries wanted to go to Mexico.
Later he heard him preach the same message from the pulpit. Fray San Miguel likewise made futile efforts to change
his mind.""·
The captains were evidently more unscrupulous than
the missionaries. They went about the colony practically
compelling everyone to sign the "roll of the deserters." It
was their practise to take someone aside, inform him that
all had signed with the exception of himself, and that not a
soul would remain behind. Such was the experience of
Alonso de la Vega who was taken to Fray Lope's cell by
Captain Don Luis de Velasco. He was there told to sign
567.
568.
66g.

Testimony on article eleven,· in Infonnacion 11 papeles..
Testimony on article nine. in ibid.
Testimony of Ger6nimo Hernlind~z. in ibid.
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as he was the only one who had not done so. Geronimo
Hernandez and Hernan Martin testified that they were
explicitly informed that not a soul would remain, not even
the lieutenant-governor nor the father-commissary:7o The
royal standard would no longer wave over the capital at
San Gabriel.
By such means did the party of desertion formulate
their plans to give up New Mexico. However, their carefully matured efforts broke down in part. When it was
seen that some were reluctant to go and that neither Penalosa nor Fray Juan de Escalona were leaving, as had been
vouchsafed, a few determined to stay. Those who had been
hoodwinked into signing the deserter's roll now cast their
lot with New Mexico and Onate.
The Flight. After most of the colonists had been persuaded to leave, the group forsook New Mexico in September or October, 1601. Santa Barbara was their destination
and thither they hurried.'"
Onate Returns from Quivira. Meanwhile, Onate returned from Quivira late in the following November, not
a whit richer than when he set out. His soldiers, many of
whom bore the marks of their clash with the Kansas indians
were a weary band of knight-errants indeed. In San Gabriel further disappointment was in store for Onate, and
he must have listened to the news of the colony's departure
with bitter chagrin. Just as new hopes had appeared on
the horizon, to take advantage of which more men were
needed, a part of his force had fled. His own men and
horses were sadly in need of rest and there were neither
to take their places. Nevertheless, plans were soon set in
motion for dealing with the situation.
The Deserters are Condemned. Judicial proceedings
were instituted against the deserters and they were sentenced "as the treason against his majesty demanded," ac570. See their testimony on article ten, in ibid.
571. See lettErs of Fathers Escalona and San Miguel given in Torquemada's
Monarchia Indiana, I, 676-678.
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cording to Zaldivar:" Father San Miguel asserts that they
were to be beheaded.'" After the sentence had been pronounced the former was ordered to overtake the rebels
and bring them back. But he was too late. They had already reached Santa Barbara. There they had been taken
care of by Captain Gordejuela at the viceroy's order:" and
Zaldivar, though complaining of ill health, set out for Mexico to make a personal report to the viceroy:" Should he
fail to secure satisfaction from the latter he planned a
trip to Spain to appeal directly to the king:'·
Serious Charges Against Of/ate. From Santa Barbara
the condemned colonists made strenuous efforts to save
themselves. Reports were made painting Onate in the
blackest colors. Father San Miguel informed his superior
that everyone in the colony was compelled to bow to Onate's
slightest wish, and that even the friars were forced to worship him. He charged that the land was inhospitable and
that it was impossible to live there under the circumstances.
The governor, in order not to lose
his reputation, makes use of a thousand falsehoods, . . .
sends thousands of souls to hell, ,and does things not fit
to be mentioned by Christians. . . , In all the expeditions
he has butchered many Indians, human blood has been shed,
and he has committed thefts, sackings, and other atrocities.
I pray that God may grant him the grace to do penance
for all his deeds:"
The Viceroy Consults the Theologians. Monterey did
not take UpOll himself full responsibility for settling this
572. Vicente de Zaldivar to Monterey, Sombrerete. February 28, 1602. A. G. 1.,
58-3-15.
573. Letter of Father San Miguel, in Torquemada, Monarchia Indiana, I, 677.
574. Some had preceded the others and informed the viceroy of their action,
and he then ordered them detained till the matter could be investigated. Copia de
un capitulo de carta del virrey de Nueva Espmia . . • d S. M., March 8, 1602,
A. G. 1., 58-3-15.
575. Zaldivar to Monterey, February 28, 1602.
676. Zaldivar to Cristobal de Onate, Luis Nunez Perez and Cristobal de Salazar,
February 28, 1602, A. G. 1., 58-3-15.
677. Letter of Father San Miguel, in Torquemada, Monarchia Indiana, I, 676-677.
Part of this passage is quoted by Bolton in his Spanish Borderlands, 176.
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delicate matter. On the contrary he consulted various theologians and jurists. He wanted to know, in particular,
whether the fleeing colonists had committed the crime of
desertion, and whether some of them, at least, ought not
to be punished. The wisemen whom he consulted held that
those in question were not full-fledged soldiers but settlers
who could not be called military deserters. Moreover, as
it w,as the first offense, they considered it best to spare
them.""
Nor did the theologians feel that the escaped colonists
could or should be compelled to go back to New Mexico,
even if they were given supplies and provisions. They had
exercised an inalienable right and made certain accusations
which ought to be investigated by some higher tribunal.
Nevertheless, they felt that the land should not be given
up. The natives who had already been Christianized ought
to be protected. A few soldiers might be sent for this purpose, "not as an army, nor with the clang of arms," but
only enough to protect the friars. In the future there should
be no restriction on communication with Mexico. There
ought to be free recourse to both the viceroy and audiencia
in Mexico, as well as to the king and Council of the Indies
in Spain."·
These opinions of the theologians supported the viceroy's first move to protect the settlers from Onate's wrath.
Consequently the adelantado never got back his colonists.
The complaints which they had made cast a serious shadow
on his reputation. He and his friends made efforts to disprove the charges and to regain royal favor, but only with
indifferent success. The desertion of the colony and the
pent-up opposition which it unloosened were important
factors in rvealing the true nature of Onate's achievement
in New Mexico. The illusions of fabled wealth which had
circulated generally up to this time were dispelled and the
way prepared for the permanent growth of New Mexico
as a missionary field.
578. Copia de los puntas Que se const.Jtaron d teo/agos y juristos. . . 'Y tambien
rle la respuesta de los dichos yeologos, January 6 and 31, 1602, A. G. I., 58-3-15.
579. Ibid.
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Chapter X.
Onate's Difficulties and the Expedition to California

Prosperity of the Colony. In the account of the flight
of Onate's colonists it was necessary to deal with much of
the sordid side of life in New Mexico. But our story is
not all of that nature. At times we find pleasant reports
of the fertility and excellence of the land. Some interesting
facts of that nature were sent to Mexico in 1601. It was
then pointed out that never before had there been such
ample provisions on hand in the colony. The harvest that
year would bring the Spaniards fifteen hundred fanegas"so
of wheat, it was predicted. This was only five hundred
less than the annual requirements. The Indians also were
harvesting and would have enough to tide them over.
There were three thousand head of stock in the province,
and the gardens were full of fruits and vegetables. In
the three years since the Spanish occupation greater
amounts of grain and vegetables had been grown each year.
True, the harvest was not yet completed, but all felt assured of a heavy yield.
During the first year in New Mexico Onate's settlers
seeded only seven fanegas of wheat. In the second about
fifty fanegas had been cultivated, with a return of nearly
one thousand. In 1601 almost one hundred fanegas had
been planted, and the indications pointed to a good harvest.
The situation was therefore better than during the first
year when they had to rely entirely on the Indians for
nlaize.""
Trouble 'With the Jumanos. Of a different nature was
580. A fanega contains one
581. Testimony on articles
This testimony is given by those
the rosiest side of the picture.
still be furnished by the Indians.

and six-tenths bu~hels.
thirteen a.nd fourteen, in Informacion y papele,'l.
who refused to desert New Mexico. It is therefore
But even so they admitted that some corn must
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a conflict with the Jumanos. This arose when five soldiers
fled from the capital, hoping to escape to New Spain. On
the way the Jumanos attacked them, killing two of the
fugitives and over twenty of their horses. Castaneda and
Santillan were the victims."s2 The three survivors, whose
names are not given, hurried back to San Gabriel to inform the governor of what had taken place.
Within a short time of their return it was learned that
the Jumanos were planning to attack the Spanish capital,
hoping to wipe out the intruding settlement. When this
became known all the soldiers petitioned Onate to suspend
his proposed journey to the east till the Jumanos could be
punished and security reestablished in the province. This
request was granted and Zaldivar was accordingly sent to
AbO, here called a Jumano pueblo, in order to punish those
guilty of killing the Spaniards:"'.
The Indians quickly learned that Zaldivar was on his
way. Calling their friends they assembled in the pueblo
of Agualaco,"st to await developments. Zaldivar approached
the place without suspecting that it was filled with enemies,
due to the fact that it had sent friendly representatives to
him. As he was nearing the pueblo about eight hundred
natives suddenly sallied forth and compelled his force to
face a dangerous attack."" Such an insult must be punished,
otherwise the natives would become insolent and haughty
and make the land unsafe.
Plans for the battle were carefully laid and the soldiers
582. Article sixteen ae.d testimony. in ibid. In one place the name Salvatierra
is substituted for Castaneda, but there is no record of a man by that name in the
colony. Santillan reached San Gabriel in December, 1600, with the reinforcements.
Therefore the incident occurred after that time - and before June 23, 1601, when
Onate went to Quivira.
583. Articles sixteen and seventeen, in ibid.
"Para que fuse a los jumanas
al pueblo de abo a castigar a los delinquentes. . . . t. Hodge calls Abo a Tompiros
division of the Piros. Handbook, I, 6.
584. Article seventeen and testimony, in Informacion y papeles. Agualaco is
doubtless identical with the Acolocu mentioned when the pueblos rendered obedience.
It was said to be in a province called Chealo. See "Obediencia y vasallaje a BU
Magestad por los indios del pueblo de Acolocu," in Col. Doc. Ined., XVI, 117-118.
Hodge places that province in the vicinity of the salines. Handbook, I, 239.
585. Arlicle seventeen, in Informacion lJ papeleB.
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sought divine aid before going into battle. Then Zaldivar
offered peace to the Indians, promising them many things
if this offer would be accepted, but nothing came of it. The
Indians hurled rocks and arrows, indicating their refusal
of the terms. The battle began at once. It lasted six days
and nights before the natives acknowledged defeat. us• Nine
hundred had been killed, and their pueblo burned. We are
told that Zaldivar pardoned all the men and women engaged in the battle save those most guilty. These seem to
have numbered two hundred, nevertheless."7 One cap1jve
~s given to each soldier, but as soon as they had been
taken to San Gabriel many fled. Within a brief period all
save seven or eight had escaped. 55•
Writing in March, 1601, Captain Velasco reported that
this struggle with the Jumanos was very recent,"O and occurred because they refused to furnish blankets and provisions. This fray is not to be confused with Onate's tussle
with the Jumanos in the summer of 1599, when Zaldivar
was on his way to the South Sea. The battle described
above took place just before Onate went to Quivira.
Zaldivar in Mexico. Following these events and the
flight of the colony Vicente de Zaldivar was sent to Mexico with requests for aid and support in order to maintain
and extend what had already been won in New Mexico.uo•
He asked for a reinforcement of three hundred soldiers
to be provided at the king's expense, and offered to add
one hundred to this number at Onate's cost. More missionaries must also be provided. But Monterey and the
audiencia threw cold water on these plans within a month.
It was their opinion that the discovery should not be con586. Article eighteen and testimony, in ibid. Another account of the battle
says that it lasted five days and nights, and that the Indians did not give up till
their ~ater supply was cut off. In the final struggle to capture that point about
forty Spaniards were wounded. Zaldivar was one of them, having suffered two
wounds and a broken arm. Petition of Vicente de Zaldivar, 1603, A. G. I., 103-3-23.
587. Curta de don L"is de Velasco ci S. Moo March 22, 1601.
588. Article eighteen and testimony. in Informacion y papeles.
589. See his letter, 01'. cit.
500. He arrived for Easter, before April 10, 1602.
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tinued at such expense, but that the region already pacified
in New Mexico should be maintained, even at some cost.
n presented a fine field for missionary endeavor, and would
serve as a base "from which to receive news of the settlements that are said to be in the north in that great expanse
of country, which may truly be said to constitute a large
fraction of the earth's surface."""
Onate Appeals to the King. Meanwhile it should be
noted that Oniate had long maintained an agent in Spain,
seeking favors from the king. This was his brother Don
Alonso, who was procurator-general of the miners of New
Spain:·' He was in Seville in March, 1600, long before the
desertion of Onate's colony or before the new province began to look like a profitless venture. He brought papers
and reports from New Mexico, and strongly urged the king
to favor his brother Don Juan."'" He was seeking confirmation of Ofilate's contract as made with Velasco and the
restoration of the limitations made by the Count of Monterey. He insisted that his brother had fully met his obligations as shown by the Ulloa inspection, and that the subsequent inspection by Salazar was not fairly conducted.
"Only by the mercy of God could Don Juan and his army
bear such treatinent. For this reason alone, he deserves
that your highness do him the favor of confirming said
capitulations." Don Alonso also requested that the title
of adelantado be given his brother. He had earned it, and
it had been promised before the conquest was undertaken.'·'
Moreover he asked that missionaries of all orders be permitted to enter New Mexico. He insisted that no trouble
would arise if the Franciscans were limited to those places
then in their possession.'"
601. "Memorial sobre cl descubrimiento," in Col Doc. Ined., XVI, 200·201.
592. Memorial 'inc Don It/onso de Onate . . . envia d SM., [October 8. 1600]
A, G. 1., 1.1.3/22.
603. Carta d S. M. de Don Alonso de Onate, Seville, March 2, 1600, A. G. 1.,
1-1-3/22.
594. Don Alonso to the pre,ident of the Council of the Indies, in Col. Doc.
fnM., XVI, 320-321.
695. Don Alonso de Onate to the king, May 24, 1600, in ibid., XVI, 316-319.
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The Opinion of the Council, June, 1600. These matters were referred to the Council of the Indies and duly
considered by it. Monterey's limitations were allowed to
stand v:ith one exception. The encomiendas granted in
New Mexico, which Monterey had ordered confirmed within three years, were extended. It was not customary to
limit them and the members of the Council voted to free
Onate from the restriction."o
The Council further agreed that the honor of becoming
hidalgo should be extended to the descendants of those who
died before the required five year period of service was
up. It conceded that the title of adelantado should be given,
in justice, to Onate. Of the numerous additional privileges
requested in the contract made with Viceroy Velasco, which
the Council also passed on, some were· partially granted.
The royal fifth on the precious metals was reduced to a
tenth for twenty years. Exemption from the alcabala was
allowed for twenty years. But the king's decree suspended
all these matters and referred them to the Count of Monterey for his opinion.""
Don Alonso fairly bombarded the king and the Council of the Indies with letters and petitions. He charged
that Monterey had continually sought to destroy the expedition. It was for that reason that Onate's contract had
been limited, that Salazar had been sent to hold a second
inspection, that Father Martinez who went to Mexico for
reinforcements, was detained till he gave up in disgust,
and that the whole project had been unnecessarily delayed
all along. He pointed out anew that everything limited by
the Count was granted in the royal ordinances, and that
there was accordingly no reason for withholding these concessions:"
Opinion of the Council, Octobe1', 1601. Nearly a year
elapsed before the king ordered the Council to reconsider
596.
597.
598.

El Consejo de Indias Ii S. M., June 9, 1600, A. G. 1., 1.1·3/22.
Royal decree in response to ibid.
Two memorials of Don Alonso de Onate [October 8, 1600], A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
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this question, which was continually being urged by Onate's
friends. Accordingly it once more reviewed the modifications made by the Count and recommended some changes.
The Council would now permit Onate to be immediately
subject to the Council of the Indies, except that appeal in
governmental and judicial affairs to the audiencia of New
Galicia must be permitted. For two years from the beginning of the conquest he might appoint royal officials in
New Mexico and name their salary; he might recruit troops
with the viceroy's sanction; bring two ships to his province
yearly, again with the viceroy's approval; levy the tribute,
without consulting the prelates, provided it did not exceed
ten reales per year for each of those who had to pay it;
and exercise absolute freedom in giving encomiendas. The
king, however, was unwilling to concede the last point, and
ordered that confirmation must be sought within three
years."··
Don Alonso was dissatisfied with the king's action and
immediately presented new remonstrances. He ridiculed
the two year concession for appointing officials in New
Mexico, as the conquest had begun four years before that
was ordered. This was accordingly changed so that Onate
could name the officials for once only. In regard to the
right of giving encomiendas Don Alonso had the Council
on his side. It agreed that Onate or his friends should
not be .obliged to ask confirmation of their encomiendas,
"for it has not been done, nor is it done by any of the presidents or governors who have power to grant encomiendas.""'"
Nevertheless the king modified the Council's decision and
required the encomenderos to ask for confirmation within
six years:·
The partial concessions which filtered through the
king's fingers one by one evidently served to keep Don
Alonso fighting for more. At any rate he made further
l

599.
600.
601.

El Consejo Ii S. M., and royal decree, October 17, 1601. A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
Junta particular Ii S. M., November 24, 1601, A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
Royal decree in response to ibid.
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requests that the viceroy be instructed to send soldiers to
Ofiate, and that they be given the privileges of first settlers.
Moreover it was again asked that the Carmelites be allowed to enter New Mexico. When these questions were
considered by the Council it strongly recommended that
Ofiate be given the necessary reinforcements, and that the
other requests be also granted.oo, Numerous points still in
doubt had just been referred to Monterey for his opinion.oro
Onate's Loss of Prestige. On this occasion the decision of the Council was upheld by the king and he ordered
that it be carried out. This was on June 22, 1602.°° But
about the same time news of various disorders and, crimes
said to have been committed by Ofiate and others in New
Mexico reached Spain and was considered by the Council on
July 7, 1602. Presumably these reports dealt with the
severe punishments Ofiate had inflicted, and other irregularities.
The upshot of it all was that the king ordered
Monterey to make a secret investigation. If Ofiate was so
guilty that it would be improper to leave him in New Mexico he was to be punished, but the conversion of the natives
was not to be stopped for that reason.
In view of such
unfavorable reports the king countermanded the order of
June 22, and decreed that the entire business then sanctioned be delayed 80' It is just possible that information of
the desertion of the colony had been received by that time
and influenced his decision.
The Title of Adelantado. Before these disturbing reports were received in Spain Don Alonso had succeeded in
wringing a few concessions from the crown. Early in
1602, before the scandal about Ofiate was known in Spain,
1

8OO

8OO

602.

Junta particular, June' 22, 1602, A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22.

Royal cMula, June 7, 1602, A. G. 1., 139-1-2.
Royal decree in response to junta of June 22, 1602, A. G. I., 1-1-3/22.
See chapter VIn of this study.
606. EI Consdo de Indias a S. M., April 22, 1603, 1-1-3/22.
607. Royal decree, August 12, 1602, A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22. The viceroy had already been infornled of the above orders, for he shortly reported to the king that
he had refused to permit the entr)' of the Carmelites into New Mexico. He gave
as his reason the danger of conflict with the Franciscans. Carta d 8U Mage8tad
del virrey de Nueva Espa,'a, December 12, 1602, A. G. 1., 58-3-15.
603.
604.
605.
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he had the satisfaction of sending a bit of "glory" to his
brother in New Mexico. It was the title of adelantado
which the king then conferred. The honor was to last
through Onate's lifetime and that of his son or heir!08
Moreover his independence of the viceroy and audiencia of Mexico was formally decreed, with appeal to the
audiencia of New Galicia."" The right to levy tribute without consulting the religious was likewise promulgated, provided it did not exceed ten reales a year for each tributary,O'O
and the ennoblement of the children of those conquerors
who died before the title of hidalgo had been legally won
was officially sanctioned.""
Monterey Resents the King's Action. Viceroy Monterey first heard of these concessions through Onate's
friends in Mexico in the fall of 1602. He was greatly displeased, particularly that Onate had been freed from his
control. But the notification was not official, and lacking
such notice he determined to act as formerly in regard to
New Mexico. The audiencia concurred in this decision,
and Monterey went on with his plans of sending three or
four friars to the north. New Mexico was still in a very
precarious situation and in danger of being deserted by
the few who had remained there."12 The missionaries were
shortly sent, probably reaching San Gabriel in May, 1603.
Besides these there were already two in the province, we
are informed!"
Zaldivar's Pilgrimage to Spain. When Zaldivar failed
to secure the desired assistance from the royal officials in
Mexico he departed' for Europe, evidently in 1602, armed
with reports on New Mexico and with the opinions of the
audiencia and Monterey. The latter urged the king that
608. Royal cMula, February 7, 1602, in Hackett, His!. Docs., 397-399.
609. Royal cMula, July 8, in ibid., 405.
610. Royal cedula, July 4, 1602, in ibid., 403.
611. Royal cMula, July 8, 1602, A. G. 1., 139-1-2.
612. Carta a BU MageBtad del virrey de Nueva Espana, December 12, 1002.
613. Monterey a S. M., May 28, 1603, A. G. I., 58-3-14. Onate had made urgent
requests that the Jesuits be allowed to enter New Mexico, but Monterey refused to
permit it.
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the maestn de campo be given attention at once, for it was
expedient that a decision one way or the other be reached
without delay.""
Zaldivar soon informed the crown of Onate's dire distress. He insisted, in particular, that there were too few
soldiers to continue the discovery. Four hundred additional
soldiers would not be too many to reap the fruits of what
had already been discovered, and the king was asked to
provide three hundred of these. The rest would be furnished
by Onate, even though his expenses for the past six years
had been enormous. But in spite of Zaldivar's glowing accounts of New Mexico and the country beyond, the Council was not convinced that such a heavy drain on the royal
treasury Was warranted. The reports of scandals said to
have been committed by Onate left a bad impression. It
was probably for that reason that the Council refused to
consider the matter and recommended that the entire question of New Mexican affairs be left to the viceroy's discretion."'" The responsibility would then devolve on the
Marquis of Montesclaros, newly appointed viceroy of New
Spain.· '•
Though unsuccessful in getting the crown to send more
men to New Mexico, Zaldivar's voyage was not entirely in
vain. In a junta de guerra of May 23, 1603, the Council
recommended a loan of thirty or forty thousand ducats to
Onate, that the conversion of the natives might not be
hindered. It also approved his plan to recruit some musketeers and shipwrights in Se~ille and San Lucar, as there
were none of these in the Indies. He was only allowed
forty men, though his request was for seventy. They were
to sail with the fleet, the expense of their passage and
617

614. Carta ci .u Magestad del virrey de Nuevo Eapa,'a. December 12, 1602.
Vicente de Zaldivar was sargento mayor of the expedition to New Mexico, but was
also given the title of maestre de campo after the death of his brother Juan at
Acoma in December, 1598, and he was usually referred to by that title while in
Spain.
615. El Con.ejo de Indiaa ci S. M., April 22, 1603, A. G. 1., 1-1-3/22.
616. MontesclaroB reached Mexico in September, 1603. Bancroft, Mexico, III, 5.
617. La Junta de Gucrra de Indias ci S. M., May 23, 1603. This was approved
by the king, but I have no record that it was carried out.
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freight being paid by the crown. Only fifteen hundred
ducats, however, could be expended for this purpose.· iS
The Council also approved Zaldivar's request for two
experienced pilots to be hired at Onate's cost. They were
to be used in making voyages of discovery on the North or
South Seas. In addition he was allowed to bring a quantity of military equipment with the fleet, but it was evidently purchased at his ovm cost."'·
Zaldivar did not remain long in Spain. Little had been
gained and he departed with the fleet in 1603, leaving Don
Alonso to represent Onate's interests there. Nor had he
been able to enlist the forty musketeers, shipwrights, and
two pilots before the fleet sailed. Don Alonso took over
the task and requested that he might assume the privileges
granted to Zaldivar."20 The king permitted the favor and
allowed the small group to sail in December or January
in a tender of eighty tons."n Moreover it was decreed that
the boat might bring a small amount of merchandise in
order to make the trip less expensive.""
Onate's Residencia is Postponed. When Monterey received the orders from the king to investigate the charges
of misconduct preferred against Onate he should normally
have ordered the latter's residencia."23 But he determined
not to do so, with the approval of the audiencia, because
of the danger of discrediting the new region so thoroughly
that it would be given up in disgust. He felt that the residencia could be held with fewer disadvantages some time
later."24 The stand taken on the subject was approved by
618. EI Consejo de Indias Ii S. M., and royal decree, May 17. 1603, A. G. 1.,
1-1-3/22; cf. royal cedula of June 23, 1608, in Hackett, Rist. Docs., 407.
619. Authorized in two eMulas of June 12 and June 23, 1602, A. G. 1., 139-1-2.
The equipment consisted of sixty harquebuses, thirty muskets. one hundred coats
of mail, one hundred cuishes. fifty helmets with beavers, one hundred swords and
daggers, fifty bucks~in jackets or buckskin for making them.
620. Don AlonBO de Onate Ii la CaBa, August 19, 1603, A. G. 1., 139-1-2.
621. Royal cedula, September 8, 1603, A. G. 1., 139·1-2.
622. A la Casa, January 19, 1604, A. G. 1., 139-1-2. There were some married
men among those enlisted and they were permitted to bring their wives and children.
623.
The residencia was an official investigation to determine whether an
officer had been true to his trust.
624. Copia de los advertimientos generales q Be le enviaron al virrey Marques do
MontesclarOB, March 28, 1604, A. G. I., 68-3-15.
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the crown, and when Montesclaros became viceroy he was
instructed to favor the New Mexico enterprise as the
charges against Onate were uncertain.'"
Montesclaros Reports on New Mexico. Montesclaros
soon found it necessary to make a complete study of the
affairs relating to New Mexico. In order to do so with all
possible care he conferred with three of the most disinterested judges of the audiencia and with the fiscal in secret
sessions. Criminal as well as other charges were considered and a report drawn up and sent to the king."'" Some
of the findings of this committee follow.
The conference judged that the land and its inhabitants were, on the whole, poor. It reported that the silver
ore sent to Mexico by Onate contained nothing but copper;
that any returns from the province were dependent on the
duration of the occupation; that Onate would not be able to
pay even the fourth of the cost of a reinforcement of soldiers; that the charges against him were not bad, but sufficient that he should not continue the conquest; that a
judge or alcalde of the audiencia ought to go in person to
report on the province and its mining possibilities; that
such an official should have power to take Onate and his
guilty relatives prisoners; that in any event a presidio
should be established in New Mexico; that if Onate was
not found guilty he should be authorized to continue the
conquest; and that in case a visitador should be sent either
Doctor Morga, alcalde of the audiencia, or the licentiate
Morquecho, a judge of the same tribunal, or both, should
be named. After the investigation, neither should be ,permitted to return to the audiencia."27
The Expedition to the Gulf of California. Onate's
province was thus coming to be regarded as a "white elephant" which would have to be supported by the crown.
No wealth in gold, silver, or precious stones had been found,
nothing but a fairly large number of half naked Indians.
625. Carta del Marques de MonteBclaroB d S. M., March 31, 1605, A. G. I., 58-3-15.
626. Ibid. The opinion of the junta was given in fourteen numbered paragraphs.
627. Ibid.
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His rule was under the shadow of serious mismanagement.
But there was yet one hope of overcoming these misfortunes. Plans of reaching the South Sea had long been contemplated, and Oi'iate assembled his depleted force in preparation of another hunt for the "Golden Fleece.""'"
With thirty soldiers, and accompanied by Father Escobar, the commissary of the missionaries, and Fray Juan
de San Buenaventura, a lay brother, he left San Gabriel
on October 7, 1604,'"' following the route opened by Farfan and Zaldivar some years earlier. The party passed
through the province of Zuni, fifty leagues from San Gabriel,"'" then went northwest to Moqui, twenty leagues, west
to the Little Colorado, ten leagues, and then seventeen leagues to a river called San Antonio. "It ran from north to
south between great mountain chains.''''' On this stretch
of territory they had passed through a pine forest eight
leagues wide.'32 Five leagues beyond the San Antonio river
they came to the Sacramento river.
This stream flowed
in a southeasterly direction, and Escobar stated that it was
in that place that Espejo discovered mines."'"
From that point the expedition continued westward
nearly sixteen leagues, till the river called San Andres was
reached on November 30.'" This was Bill Williams Fork.
683

628. Cf. Bolton, "Father Escobar's Relation of the Onate Expedition to California," in Catholic Historical Review. V, 22. Hereafter cited as Escobar's Relation.
629. Ibid., 25. "Journey of Onate to California by Land, (Zarate, In6) ," in
Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 268-280. Herenfter cited as Z.'irate's Relation. Both
Escobar's and Zarate's accounts have been carefully translated and edited by ProM
lessor Bolton.
630. Escobar's Relation, op. cit., V. 25. Zarate says sixty leagues. See his
Relation, in Bolton, Spanish Exploration, 268.
631. Escobar's Relation, 011. cit., V. 26. The San Antonio was perhaps Sycamore
Creek.
682. Zarate's Relation, op. cit., 269.
633. The Sacramento must have been the Rio Verde. That identification fits
the description. Professor Bolton calls the San Antonio the Rio Verde, but that
leaves no stream to compare with the Sacramento, and he attempts none.
634. Escobar's Relation, ap. cit.. V. 26. Zarate also states it was here that
"the Spaniards took out very good ores." If these two statelnents are correct then
Espejo's mining discovery, later visited by Farfan. was not on Bill Williams Fork.
but on the Verde.
635. Ibid., V. 27. Professor Bolton notes that the name San Andres was given
to one of the richest mines discovered by the Farf{m party. Spanish Exploration,
271 note 1. The inference is that there is some relation between the location of
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It was followed twenty or twenty-four leagues, the hvo accounts differ, to the Colorado, "which they sought because
of the reports which the Indians had given."036 Regarding
this discovery Father Escobar wrote: "It flows. . . to the
sea or Gulf of California, bearing on either side high ranges,
between which it forms a very wide river bottom, all densely
populated by people on both sides of the river, clear to the
sea, which seemed to me fifty leagues from there.""'''
Visiting the Indians along the Colm'ado. Before starting down the river Onate sent a party up the stream to visit
the Amacavas Indians. They were the Mohave,""· who furnished the Spaniards with "maize, frijoles, and calabashes,
which is the ordinary food of all the people of their river."
They did not seem to have much maize in spite of the spacious bottoms along the river, and Escobar attributed this
to their laziness. On the contrary they obtained much food
from mesquite and from the seeds of grass which they
gathered in large quantities."'"
Proceeding down the river the Spaniards came to the
Bahacechas, whose rancheria extended seven or eight leagues along the river bottom:'" They have been identified
as either a branch of the Mohave or the Huallapais:" They
told more about a lake, called the lake of Copalla by the
Mohaves, which was supposed to be in a populous region:"2
It was stated that the people who lived on, its shores wore
bra.celets of gold and other golden adornments. When
shown some silver buttons they remarked' that much of
that metal was dug "from a mountain on the other shore
of the sea in front of an island five days from where we
Farfan's mines and the river mentioned. It is to be noted, however. that Escobar
used that name not because of being where Farfan's part~· had heen, but because
the river was reached on Saint Andrew's day.
636. Zarate'. Relation, op, cit., 271.
637. Escobar's Relation, op. cit., V. 28.
638, Zarate'. Relation, op. cit., 271. They are identified by Bandelier. P'inal
Report, I, 106, 110.
6an. Escobar'. Relatio:I, op, cit., V, 28.
640. Ibid., 31.
641. Baudelier, Pinal Report, I. 110.
64.2. As Professor Bolton points Qut this was the name of the region sought
by Ibarra in 1063. SlJanish Exploration, 271 note 6.
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were toward which they pointed in the west." Zarate describes how they sailed to the place in one day.'13 But regarding this metal Father Escobar was uncertain. He
doubted that it was silver because of its reputed abundance.'"
Continuing down the river the party observed that a
large stream, called the Nombre de J estIs, entered the
Colorado from the southwest, about twenty leagues above
the sea. This was the Gila river. There were numerous
rancherias along its banks, whose inhabitants planted
maize, frijoles, and calabashes like those already seen. In
addition they had mantas of cotton similar to those seen
in New Mexico. These people were called Osera, or Ozaras,
by Escobar and Zarate respectively. They were probably
the Maricopas."'"
Onate Reaches the South Sea. From the junction of
the two rivers the Spaniards continued to the sea about
twenty leagues. This was the region of the Yumas and
was more thickly settled than any seen up to that time. They
were very similar in speech and customs to those already
visited. The first settlement, called Alebdoma or Halchedoma, consisted of eight rancherias, the following had nine,
and was called Coguana or Cohuana, the Yuma proper.""
Each group was judged to contain five thousand souls. The
next settlement was called Agalle or Haglli, and then followed the Agalecquamaya or Tlalliquamalla."" These two
groups had a total estimated population of another five
thousand inhabitants. The last settlement which extended
to the sea appeared to be the largest of all. It was the
Cocapa, the present Cocopa.
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Here the party camped in order to have fresh water.
With part of his men and the
friars Onate proceeded to the sea, where he took possession
of the surrounding land and water for the king of Spain.
From the accounts which the Indians gave of the gulf he
formed the idea that California was an island, Then he
returned to the camp and the rest of the soldiers also went
to the mouth of the river to verify their reports"'· Thereupon began the long march back to New Mexico. On the
way they were compelled to kill some of their horses for
food. The Indians were still friendly and gave them provisions, but "not great in amount nor in proportion to the
great multitude of the people nor to our needs."·'· Finally
on April 25, 1605, they reached San Gabriel, "all sound
and well, and not a man missing.'''''
Escobar's Stories of Region Beyond. On this expedition Onate's men had heard tales which should have aroused
much interest in the region. They had been told of a nation "who had ears so large that they dragged on the
ground, and big enough to shelter five or six persons under each one." Near this peculiar tribe was another whose
inhabitants had only one foot. There was still another
which lived on the banks of the lake of Copalla and who
slept entirely under water. Another slept in trees, and
the people of one nearby "sustained themselves solely on
the odor of their food." Another tribe always slept standing up with a burden on the head. The people who lived
on the island were ruled by a woman, a giantess, but she
and a sister were the only survivors of their race. On this
island all the men were bald and "with them the monstrosities ended." Thus wrote Father Escobar who duly recorded
these stories"'·
Escobar doubted that there existed so many monstrosiIt was January 23, 1605.

649. Ibid.. 278. These incidents are not recorded by Escobar.
650. Escobar's Relation, op. cit., V, 34.
651. Zarate's Relation, op. cit.. 280.
652. Escobar's Relation, op. cit., V, 37.
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ties in so short a distance, for the nations mentioned were
all said to live on one river only twenty-five or thirty leagues distant, which had to be crossed to reach the island.
But, even though there might be still greater doubt of
all these things, it seemed yet more doubtful to remain silent
about things which, if discovered, would result, I believe, in
glory to God and in service to the King our Lord; for although the things in themselves may be so rare and may
never before have been seen, to anyone who will consider
the wonders which God constantly performs in the world,
it will be easy to believe that since He is able to create them
He may: have done so.""'
If the stories recounted by Father Escobar caused
astonishment and interest that was probably the cause for
recording them, for, he continued:

With less than one hundred men it will be possible to
verify the truth of all these things, both of the silver and
the tin, or whatever meml is on the island; of the gold,
copper, or brass bracelets or handcuffs worn by the Indians of the Laguna;. . . as well as of the monstrosities
reported by so n any Indians of ten different nations, scattered through more than two hundred leagues, some saying that they had seen them and others thJat they had heard
of them.''''
When Zarate Salmeron wrote his account twenty years
later of Onate's expedition to the sea he refused to accept
the "prodigies of nature which God has created between
the Buena Esperanza Rive:!:" and the sea. . . . \Vhen we see
them we will affirm them under oath; but in the meantime
I refrain from mentioning them, and pass them by in
silence."""
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